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Status " a 6 ad,uslmenl See 37 CFR 1 ■ 704(b> ' 

1 )G3 Responsive to communication(s) tiled on 1 0-1 7&1 2-1 2-00, 11-19-02. & 10-20-03 . 
2aO This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal ma 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ,' 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) |g] Claim(s) U) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

BM Claim(s) £9 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 
aM AN b)Q Some* c)D None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3M Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In the 
specification on page 6 lines 1 and 2 "as" should be changed to - to form- for the sake of 
clarity and 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 1 "0.1 to 1.0" appears to be erroneous because page 10 
line 6 of the specification appears to be drawn to - 0.5 to 2.0. In claim 1 "the resultant 
product lacks clear antecedent basis. In claims 1, 7, and 8 "when" and "treated", in 
claim 5 "outside", and in claim 9 "recovered to" are vague and indefinite because it is 
unclear how these terms further limit the claims. Claim 1 is considered incomplete 
because it is essential to the instant method that the oxidation method produce a crude 
gas, the crude gas be cooled in the cooling step, the washing step include washing carbon 
and removing carbon from the crude gas, and the desulfurizing step include the 
desulfurizing of the crude gas. In claim 4 "0.5 to 2.0" appears to be erroneous because it 
fails to further limit the % by weight in claim 1. Claims 2, 3, 5, and 6 depend from the 
above claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Claim 1 properly written to overcome the above 35 USC 1 12 rejection would be 
allowable. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter A. Hruskoci whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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1 160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30AM- 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on (571) 272-1 156. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0987. 
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